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The Board of Supervisors of Dallas Township held their monthly meeting for August on Tuesday, August
2, 2022 at 5:30pm in the Administration Building located at 105 Lt. Michael Cleary Drive, Dallas, Luzerne
County, Pennsylvania.

Those in attendance included: Supervisor Chairman William J. Grant, Supervisor Vice Chairman Robert J.
Wagner, Attorney Thomas J. Mosca, Township Manager Martin K. Barry, Roadmaster Gary R. Van
Deutsch and Secretary/Treasurer K. Gary Kirk. Also in attendance were Russell Coolbaugh, Zoning/Code
Enforcement Officer, Mary Clemm, Paul Clemm, Nicole Rismondo, Craig Szason, Randy Walsh, Lou
Woychick and Jim Zardecki. Participating through GoTo Meeting were Supervisor Elizabeth A. Martin
and Ambria Salavantis. Supervisor Martin joined through GoTo Meeting during the Citizens’ Comments
Concerning Agenda ltems. '

The meeting began with the Pledge of Allegiance.
Supervisor Wagner made a Motion to Pay the Bills, seconded by Supervisor Grant and carried.

Supervisor Wagner made a Motion to approve the Minutes from the July 5, 2022 Monthly Meeting,
seconded by Supervisor Grant and carried.

There were not any employee health care reimbursements in July. Total employee health
reimbursements made for 2022 was $8,366.86.

Citizens’ Comments Concerning Agenda ltems:
None

Agenda:

Supervisor Grant provided a financial update as of July 31, 2022. We have received $1,100,991 of Real
Estate taxes which is over 99% of our budget. This percentage also applies to the Fire Protection Tax.
Earned Income Tax collections are at 62.27% of budget or $871,846 which is better than the previous 5
years. Local Services Tax collections are at 54.93% of budget or $87,887 which is lower than most of the
previous 5 years. Our Police Pension Plan is at 115.65% and our Non-Uniform Pension Plan is at 96.02%
of the January 1, 2021 actuarial liability. Pension plan assets as of July 31, 2022 were $5,549,926 for the
Police Pension Plan and $3,100,145 for the Non-Uniform Pension Plan. Our non-restricted cash balance
is about $3,600,000 and the Fire Protection account is about $99,700.

Mr. Clemm, Mrs. Clemm, Mr. Szason and Miss Salavantis discussed and presented pictures of a house on
Country Club Road that has been under construction for a few years. They believe that the house has
been gutted, that there are building materials for other construction projects being stored on the
property and in containers, and that there is an open pit with a builder’s fence around it. A building
permit allows someone up to 5 years to complete the construction and we could look at changing to a
shorter time period, but that would not help with the current situation. We could also check the
property maintenance code to see if there are any violations. However, there may not be a lot the
Township is able to do as long as the owner is following all of the regulations.

Supervisor Grant stated that our current School Resource Officer agreement with the Dallas School
District expires on June 30, 2023. Supervisor Wagner made a Motion to enter in to negotiations with
the Dallas School District to extend the agreement, seconded by Supervisor Martin and carried.
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Township Manager Barry and Attorney Mosca stated that we are getting closer to having all the
revisions/amendments ready for the Stormwater Ordinance. Supervisor Wagner made a Motion to
Advertise the Stormwater Ordinance Updates, if it is ready, before the September Supervisors’
meeting, seconded by Supervisor Martin and carried.

Township Manager Barry stated that the Back Mountain Community Partnership DCED/LSA Fund
Agreement has been revised based on Attorney Mosca’s recommendations and is in the process of
being approved by the municipalities involved with the Back Mountain Community Partnership
DCED/LSA Grant. Supervisor Martin made a Motion to approve the Back Mountain Community
Partnership DCED/LSA Fund Agreement, seconded by Supervisor Wagner and carried.

Township Manager Barry stated that we have some surplus equipment which includes a 2001
Freightliner dump truck, 2009 Ram mini dump truck and 2 spreaders. Supervisor Wagner made a
Motion to Advertise the surplus equipment on Municibid, seconded by Supervisor Martin and carried.

Mr. Walsh and Mr. Zardecki wanted to personally thank the Supervisors, Township Manager Barry,
Roadmaster Van Deutsch, the road department and New Enterprise for the recent paving on Aspen
Drive. They stated that there was very good communication with the residents and that our road
department and the paving company were very courteous.

Supervisor Grant reminded everyone that tonight is National Night Out and that we will be going to the
event at the Dallas High School after the meeting.

EMA Update:
EMA Coordinator Alan Pugh is at the National Night Out event and did not have any other updates.

Police Update:
Police Chief Doug Higgins is at the National Night Out event and did not have any other updates.

Road Department Update:

Roadmaster Van Deutsch provided the Road Department update. The Frontier fiber optic work is starting
to wind down and with great help from Zoning/Code Enforcement Officer Coolbaugh, their work has been
monitored to ensure our roads and right of ways for the residents are protected. The DAMA project of
manhole lid replacement is near completion. Water main installations projects are underway in College
Manor and Gordon Ave with full roadway restoration to follow. Dust control and road stabilization
product EDP was applied to Goldsmith Road and the dirt and gravel section of Harris Street. Line painting
has been done on several road approaches and full-length line painting will be completed in the near
future. Contracted milling and paving work have been completed by New Enterprise on Aspen Drive,
Laurel Lane, Mountainview Drive, Midland Drive, West Fallbrook Avenue, East Belmont Avenue and
Claude Street for a total of 1.1 miles. The Sunnybrook Lane pipe replacement went well and we are
waiting on guide rail installation. The road had been closed for 7 weeks from the pipe failure and road
collapse. Spencer Road was cut down to ease the transition at the north end near Lake Street. There had
been a dramatic grade change which often caused larger trucks or trailers to scrap when entering or
exiting. A new catch basin and cross pipe were also installed.

Additional Citizens’ Comments:

Mr. Woychick is from Druid Hills and expressed concerns over increased traffic there due to the
construction at the Pioneer Avenue and Overbrook Road intersection. He also stated that some of the
vehicles appear to be speeding. The speed tracker unit was used for several days to monitor vehicle
speeds. There was discussion about asking PennDot to move a detour sign which appears to indicate
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that Druid Hills Road is the approved detour, passing an ordinance to restrict the road to local traffic
only, passing an ordinance for several streets for local traffic only. Restricting Druid Hills Drive to local
traffic only will have to include cooperation with Kingston Township since the road is located in both
municipalities.

Ms. Rismondo stated that there has been an increase in police presence on Southside Avenue and that
there are some evenings when about 20 kids are dropped off at the park. Supervisor Martin stated that
she will review the security cameras. She also thanked the Road Department for cutting the grass on
Southside Avenue and she would like a permanent speed tracker.

Adjournment:

Supervisor Wagner made a Motion to adjourn, seconded by Supervisor Martin and carried. The Meeting
adjourned at 6:23pm.

Respectfully submitted by,

Rbrer K

K. Gary Kirk, C
Secretary/Treasurer
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